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H.B. No. 1941

(2) "Emergency facility" means a freestanding

emergency medical care facility licensed under Chapter 254, Health

and Safety Code.

(b) For purposes of Section 17.46(a), the term "false,

misleading, or deceptive acts or practices" includes an emergency

facility that:

(1) provides emergency care at an unconscionable

price; or

(2) demands or charges an unconscionable price for or

in connection with emergency care or other care at the facility.

(c) The consumer protection division may not bring an action

under Section 17.47 for an act or practice described by Subsection

(b) if the price alleged to be unconscionable is less than 200

percent of the average charge for the same or substantially similar

care provided to other individuals by emergency rooms of hospitals

located in the same county or nearest county in which the emergency

facility is located, as applicable, according to data collected by

the Department of State Health Services under Chapter 108, Health

and Safety Code, and made available to the division, except as

provided by Subsection (d).

(d) If the attorney general determines that the consumer

protection division is unable to obtain the charge data described

by Subsection (c), the attorney general may adopt rules designating

another source of hospital charge data for use by the division in

establishing the average charge for emergency care or other care

provided by hospital emergency rooms for purposes of Subsection

(c).
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(e) In an action brought under Section 17.47 to enforce this

section, the consumer protection division may request, and the

trier of fact may award the recovery of:

(1) reasonable attorney's fees and court costs; and

(2) the reasonable expenses incurred by the division

in obtaining any remedy available under Section 17.47, including

the cost of investigation, witness fees, and deposition expenses.

(f) This section does not create a private cause of action

for a false, misleading, or deceptive act or practice described by

Subsection (b).

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2019.





















LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 86TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

May 13, 2019
TO: Honorable Kelly Hancock, Chair, Senate Committee on Business & Commerce

FROM: John McGeady, Assistant Director Sarah Keyton, Assistant Director
Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB1941 by Phelan (Relating to unconscionable prices charged by certain health care
facilities for medical care.), As Engrossed

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

Based on analysis by the Health and Human Services Commission, and the Department of State
Health Services, there would be no fiscal impact to the state related to the provisions of the bill.

Based on analysis by the Office of the Attorney General, any costs associated with the provisions
of the bill relating to consumer protection enforcement could be absorbed using existing state
resources.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 302 Office of the Attorney General, 529 Health and Human Services
Commission, 537 State Health Services, Department of

LBB Staff: WP, CLo, JMO, NV
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 86TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

April 16, 2019
TO: Honorable Trey Martinez Fischer, Chair, House Committee on Business & Industry

FROM: John McGeady, Assistant Director Sarah Keyton, Assistant Director
Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB1941 by Phelan (Relating to unconscionable prices charged by certain health care
facilities for medical care.), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

Based on analysis by the Health and Human Services Commission, and the Department of State
Health Services, there would be no fiscal impact to the state related to the provisions of the bill.

Based on analysis by the Office of the Attorney General, any costs associated with the provisions
of the bill relating to consumer protection enforcement could be absorbed using existing state
resources.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 302 Office of the Attorney General, 529 Health and Human Services
Commission, 537 State Health Services, Department of

LBB Staff: WP, JMO, CLo, NV
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 86TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 1, 2019
TO: Honorable Trey Martinez Fischer, Chair, House Committee on Business & Industry

FROM: John McGeady, Assistant Director ~ Sarah Keyton, Assistant Director
Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB1941 by Phelan (Relating to unconscionable prices charged by certain health care
facilities for medical care.), As Introduced

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

Based on analysis by the Health and Human Services Commission, and the Department of State
Health Services, there would be no fiscal impact to the state related to the provisions of the bill.

Based on analysis by the Office of the Attorney General, any costs associated with the provisions
of the bill relating to consumer protection enforcement could be absorbed using existing state
resources.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 302 Office of the Attorney General, 529 Health and Human Services
Commission, 537 State Health Services, Department of

LBB Staff: WP, CLo, NV, JMO
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